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Social rights are said to have shifted from the fulfillment of needs through
income redistribution towards enabling people®s freedom to act through active welfare and social
investment policies. Nevertheless, both of these approaches assume a productivist paradigm that
prioritizes economic growth and efficiency over reciprocal fairness. This research argues that
protecting people®s freedom to act as equal participants in society requires democratizing society"s
background institutions (the institutions of ownership and production, as well as welfare
provision) in a way that upholds people®s equal status. While Japanese activation policies promote
participative and cooperative forms of welfare provision in the community, further research is
required to understand their position and influence in relation to the mainstream economy and

society.
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