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Forty-two consecutive patients (18 males [42.9%]; mean age, 84 years) were
diagnosed with degenerative aortic stenosis (AS) by echocardiography were analyzed. The mean
observation period was 2.66 years. There were no correlations between the amounts of
periodontopathic bacteria in saliva (cells/mL) and annual decreasing rate of AVA (cm2/year) or
increasing rate of mean aortic valve pressure (mmHg/year). Only the rapid AS progression groups
defined as dAVA < -0.1 cm2/year had slightly higher, but not significant, anti-P. gingivalis 1gG
antibody titer (p = 0.07), than non-rapid aortic stenosis progression groups defined as dAVA > or =
-0.1 cm2/year. Furthermore, none of exenterate aortic valve specimens were positive for A.
actinomycetemcomitans or P. gingivalis DNA. In conclusions, our results suggest that
periodontopathic bacteria such as A. actinomycetemcomitans and P. gingivalis are not related to the
progression of degenerative AS.
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