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Role of Language in Two National Political Movements in Belgium
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Two national political movements in Belgium, called the Flemish Movement and
the Walloon Movement, acknowledged clearly that they had indigenous languages. However, they
developed the movements by adopting a language from the neighboring country as their “ own
language.” This study shows that the choice of language was due to circumstances in Belgium during
the 19th century, where both movements had to optimize the use of the “ prestige” of grand
languages to fight against an opponent and materialize their claims. Moreover, it also shows that

when adopting a language of the neighboring country, a construction of particular “ conceptions of
language/dialect” on both sides is crucial.
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