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A longitudinal comparative study of functional changes in Japanese infant and
toddler facilities: An examination of the changing meanings of child rearing.

TANJI, Kyoko
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The purpose of this study was to capture the maintenance/transformation of
ideologies regarding child rearing, along with trends in the functional extension of infant toddler
facilities since the 2000s. To this end, we conducted a questionnaire survey targeting infant
toddler facilities and extracted issues related to childcare policy since the 1990s. As a result,
the following two points became clear. One is that the background of the "unification of
kindergarten and nursery school systems™ debate since the 1990s was the existence of measures to
address the declining birthrate and deregulation, as well as changes in welfare and education
policies. The other was the possibility of changing "familism™ through the realization of the ™
unification of kindergarten and nursery school systems™. In addition, the social survey conducted in

2023 made it possible to capture trends in functional extension and changes in the ideology of
child rearing through comparison with the 2005 survey.
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