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This study explores the relationship between colonial development and
international development aid in the 1960s. Particularly, it sheds light on the developmental ideas
and practices based on ecological principles and conservation, which were generated among colonial
scientists in Africa from the 1930s. This study also deals with the major international scientific
conferences on technical assistance in the 1960s held by the UN, UNESCO, and other international
agencies. By examining how this ‘ eco-development’ was discussed in multilateral scientific
networks, we could find that there was a radical and ‘ ecological’ shift in the arguments on
international development aid in the late 1960s.
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