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Research on medical collapse due to disasters and reconstructing medical systems
for aging and depopulated areas
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In the areas affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake, especially the
Hamadori area of Fukushima prefecture, which suffered a nuclear disaster, while some residents have
begun to return to its neighborhoods, many have not been back since the evacuation. This is a
condition called “ artificial depopulation.” After the Great East Japan Earthquake, the people of
Japan faced subsequent disasters such as earthquakes and heavy rain. As a result, situations arose
in which people were forced to evacuate, and depopulation progressed rapidly in the affected areas.
In this study, we examined social problems related to medical care in the disaster areas in
Fukushima by examining a medical system called the Nichinan system in a naturally depopulated area
in Nichinan-cho, Tottori prefecture.
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