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IR OME (3530) : Cancer tissues consist of cancer cells and stromal cells, including
inflammatory cells and those forming blood vessels. We have shown that MMP7, an
enzyme that cancer cells secrete to help degrade the surrounding tissues, enhances the
growth of intestinal cancer. We have also found that activation of a signaling complex
called mTORC1 enhances blood vessel formation to improve oxygen/nutrient supply to the
tumor cells. In addition, our studies have revealed that a signaling pathway called the Wnt
pathway plays essential roles in malignant progression of stomach and liver cancers.
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