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Our efforts were devoted to development of new functions or catalyses resulting from nanoporous
structure. Ni-MCM-41 was found to catalyze the selective conversion of ethene or ethanol to
propene, while Cu-MCM-41 or Ti-MCM-41 was an excellent catalyst for the asymmetric reaction of
azo—compounds. Supporting of azobenzene into the pores of silica MCM—-41 resulted in change in the
pore diameter with the photo—irradiation.
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