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Interdisciplinary Study on Potential of Japonica Rice in the World for Demand,
Quality, and Pricing Structure

Ito, Shoichi
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The global japonica rice for production, marketing,
quality/palatability, and consumption was studied in this project. Our main findings are as
follows: 1. Many countries have been striving for better quality of japonica rice, and it is
particularly so in China; 2. Chinese japonica rice production was found to be accounting for 43% of
total rice area, an enormously large producing country, indicating that the share and its exports
will increase; 3. A detailed analysis on production costs of rice in Japan, Italy, and California
was conducted and found that Japanese costs were 1.5 to 2.2 times as high as of Italy and 1.7 to 2.5

times of California, rendering a new target for Japan to reduce their costs to approximately 100
yen per 1 kg (brown rice base); 4. Production increases of rice in California may be quite difficult
due to the economic advantages of the competitive crops over rice such as nuts, fruits and
vegetables in the long run.
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