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Archaeological Research of the Plaza of the Columns Complex at Teotihuacan

Sugiyama, Saburo
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Teotihuacan was one of the largest ancient cities in the New World, that
flourished in the Mexican highlands around 1st to 6th century AD. Based on the data of the state's
symbolism, rituals, or interactions with other cultural areas that we uncovered by previous
investigations at the monuments, we intended to further explore the state polity, who and what were
executed at the public buildings in the city"s core area. Consequently, we gathered rich data on
functional space at the main plaza, monuments, or around the ritual complexes through pit/trench
excavations. We obtained information about frequent enlargement programs of the public facilities,
artistic and ritual objects, and uncovered that the Maya royal families from distant areas painted

their own murals, and that a large scale rituals were taken place, according the data gathered
behind the monuments.
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