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We carried out a survey for neurodegenerative diseases from 2001 to 2022 and

clarified the high prevalence of ALS and parkinsonism in Papua. During the survey from 2001 to
2022, 33 cases were diagnosed as motor neuron diseases, 20 cases were diagnosed as overlapping ALS
and parkinsonism and 34 cases as parkinsonism. It is significant that there are still many cases
showing pure ALS and an overlap of ALS, parkinsonism and cognitive impairment in Papua, different
from the recent situation in Guam and Kii. The changing patterns of decrease of ALS and increase of
parkinsonism in Papua might be caused by change of environmental and socioeconomic factors and
aging as well in Guam and Kii. It is expected that etiology or risk factors of the
neuro-degenerative diseases will be disclosed in association with environmental factors.
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