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Anthropological and bioarchaeological study of the human skeletal remains of the
Incipient Jomon period from the Hinata cave site

Sawada, Junmei
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Scattered human bone fragments unearthed from the Hinata cave in Yamagata
Prefecture, Japan, were dated using the AMS method, and the morphology and mitochondrial DNA of
those were analyzed. Most of the dated human bones from the Hinata cave were older than 10,000
years, with the oldest value being ca. 13000 years old. This date corresponds to the Incipient Jomon
period. Although the Hinata cave human bones were fragmented, the morphological characteristics of
the limb bone diaphysis were found to be similar to those of the Initial Jomon period. The
haplogroup of mitochondrial DNA in the Hinata cave human bones seemed to be an ancestral type of the

type found in Jomon population.
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