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The territories of Australia®s northern waters consist of multilayered
boundaries of the "traditional™ subsistence spheres, the state"s territorial borders and
deterritorialized functional borders. This study examined the trans-border activities of various
social groups in the region, which revealed the different permeability of the boundaries and the
conflicts among them. The traditional inhabitants have adjusted their livelihood by migrating to
more suitable places for their subsistence activities and / or changing the commodities that are
traded. They have little sense of belonging to the nation-state and have exhibited flexibility in
changing the social boundaries. On the other hand, indentured laborers adapted to the local society

as "others®™ by maintaining their social relationships among themselves. Although "stowaway"
asylum-seekers have been labeled as "dangerous others®, the counter-discourse has evolved in
Australia which promotes their inclusion in to the society.
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