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Comparative historical research on varying families and sexualities in East Asia

KOHAMA, Masako
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Based on our studies on the characteristics and changes of families and
sexualities in East Asia, we clarified the fact that families in the pre-modern times of China had
more matrilineal factors than previously thought, especially when they held a marriage ceremony at
the bride’ s house in the period of the Tang dynasty and they had the concept on inheritance of Qi
(energy) from mothers to children in the early modern period, and the fact that actual practices of
Confucian family norms often differed depending on periods and regions.

As for sexualities in the present East Asia, we found out that sex workers and sexual minorities
have developed their movements under the situations differing from those in the Western countries,
in accord with the political and geopolitical conditions in their regions under the strong influence
of familism, and have built adversary relationship with political oppression.
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