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On the religion and social welfare relations in ancient Near East

Tsukimoto, Akio

8,000,000

In ancient Mesopotamia, a cradle of human civilization, people worshiped a
deity named Gula as their patron goddess of healing widely. The apothecary deity Asclepios took over
the same function in ancient Greece. It is the deity of law and justice that protected orphans and

widows, both representatives of the vulnerable strata of society. In fact, the king, on behalf of
the deity, took charge of the divine justice. This kind of Mesopotamian tradition was accepted into
the Hebrew Bible. In addition to that, the Bible further prescribes protection of the alien and the
poor who were deprived of landowning.
Although these phenomena were clarified mainly based on philological researches, it also became
clear that the practice of social welfare including medicine could be uncovered by means of
archaeological studies of human bones as well as architectural remains that are to be interpreted as
ancient clinics.
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