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The research project investigated the information structure in major

languages—Thai, Laotian, Khmer (Cambodian), Burmese in mainland Southeast Asia, and Indonesian, and
Tagalog in insular Southeast Asia—from the viewpoint of language typology and geolinguistics.
We made conversational and text corpora for discourse and/or acoustic analysis in each language. The
results of our research show clear contrast in typological and areal features in expressions of
information structure. Tonal and isolating languages such as Thai, Laotian, Khmer, Burmese have
variations in word order; topicalization by left-dislocation and focalization by right-dislocation
without morphological markers. Besides word order changes, non-tonal Indonesian and Tagalog have
morphological device such as case-markers or grammatical particles, combined with intonation
patterns to express information structure.
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My car broke down.
My car broke down.
It was my car broke
down.
It... (that)... _
only, even
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