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Semantics and argument structure of adjectives: an approach from word formations
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By examining word formation processes based on or deriving adjectives, this
study revealed the following insights on the semantic characteristics and the argument structure of
adjectives. The widely-accepted principle on the argument realization of deverbal compounds also
holds for compound adjectives and deadjectival compound nouns, thus the subjects of Japanese
adjectives are internal arguments while those of Japanese adjectival nouns and English adjectives
are external arguments. Compounding of the subject and a Japanese adjective or adjectival noun, and
an English participial adjective, is allowed only when the subject expresses an attribute of the
entity predicated by the compound, which can be analyzed with the qualia structure, i.e., semantic
representations including encyclopedic information. The same semantic feature was also found to
regulate the arguments in the transitive construction formed with Japanese deadjectival verbs,
thereby showing the significance of this feature.
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