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In the practice of documents by the ruling class in Japan and Europe in the

Middle Ages, there is a common phenomenon of the proliferation of the form of letters. In this
study, we analyzed the differences in their dynamics between Japan and Europe from the viewpoints of
historical sources and historicals. While there are decisive differences in the academic system of

letters and their position in historical source types, forms of transmission, literacy, etc., we
have obtained an analytical perspective that should be shared by comparing the generation and
function of letter-style documents. These are the two vectors for Epistolary situation, and the
mutual relationship between letters and documents. In addition, it was clarified that the
systematization and visualization of knowledge and information in the preparation of letters can be
used as comparative materials with a view to class and regional differences.
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