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Clothing culture of the Ainu: Reexamination of the Northeast Asian history from
museum collections

SASAKI, SHIRO
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The peoples in Northern Eurasia, including the northern part of Japanese
Archipelago, had original weaving techniques and culture until the beginning of the 20th century.
They weaved threads made of bark fiber, grass fiber, and animal hair to make cloths of plain
weaving, using treadle looms, ground looms, and board heddles with slits and holes. Some of them
weaved mats and tapestries with the twisting technique. While, however, many gave up the original
techniques and equipment in the modernization process during the 20th century, only the Ainu, who
arg the indigenous ethnic group of Hokkaido, Sakhalin, and the Kuril Islands, maintain them even
today.
The Ainu have also developed colorful clothes usin% various kinds of cloths made of cotton, silk,
and synthetic fibers, as well as original natural fibers. The weaving-clothing culture is one of the

most important cultural items that support their ethnic identity, and this fact encourages the
people to maintain the traditional weaving.
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Sasaki Shiro, Nakai Takanori, Kitajima Yuki, Yahata Tomoe

The Ainu as indigenous people and a national museum

Trendy fifth ICOM General Conference in Kyoto,

2019
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Construction of a national museum for revitalization of the Ainu culture

Twelfth International Conference on hunting and Gathering Societies (CHAGS XII)
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Challenges of the National Ainu Museum: Creation of the museums together with indigenous communities

ICOM MAIZURU Meeting 2018: Museums and Cultural Heritage as Cultural Hubs
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Yoshimoto Shinobu

Looms for Warp-Twined Weave and Weft-Twined Weave in Japan

World of Looms: Weaving Technologies and Textile Arts in China and Other Countries
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Weaving techniques in subarctic areas: Their prosperity and decline in Northeast Asia

Fifth International Symposium on Arctic Research
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