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The topic of this study is "A comprehensive study on the rehabilitation of

lifers in a risk society: Socialising the Treatment of Lifers". In the past, life sentences in
Japan were considered "indeterminate” (i.e. sentences with no fixed release date at the time of
sentencing). In recent years, however, fewer than 10 people have been released on parole, but the
length of imprisonment has exceeded 30 years each year. The population is also aging significantly
and the number of deaths among life prisoners is around 30 per year. Life sentences have therefore
become "de facto life sentences”™ (LWOP). A more serious problem is that LWOP prisoners are rarely
offered treatment programmes to help them reintegrate into society.
The objectives of this study were (1) to determine the actual conditions of treatment of LWOP
prisoners, (2) to examine the treatment of LWOP prisoners overseas, and (3) to propose improvements
by developing a new treatment programme for LWOP prisoners.

life imprisonment risk society rehabilitation social treatment prisoners” rights death p
enalty LWOP parole for lifers
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