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This project explores how livelihood of people has been sup?orted by
comparing the life security systems of Prussia and early modern Japan. In Prussia, lords of
Gutsherrschaft took large responsibilities on the livelihood of their subjects. The abolition of
lord system and the increase of population in the 19th century urged the state to intervene into
this issue. In early modern and modern Japan, however, daimyos, villages and also the state were
rather negative to be involved in this issue, leaving the people®s livelihood to their own
responsibilities. This discoveries raise the next question how household and family, an unit of
livelihood, managed their livelihood, and requires the approach based on comparative perspectives.
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