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Long-term effects of dead woods on community composition and structure of
detritus food web
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The question of this study is “ How will removal of downed logs from
wind-disturbed forest affect the forest ecosystem long after the disturbance?” We compared species
composition of invertebrates and food web structure in the forests where downed logs had been
removed just after the wind disturbance due to a super typhoon in 1959 (unremoved sites) with those
in the forests not removed (removed sites). Analysis of stable isotope ratio and fatty acids
composition of invertebrates and their food sources revealed that downed logs originated from the
typhoon is still contributing as a material resource of many species, and that bacterial pathway was

increased in in the food web in the unremoved sites compared to the removed sites.
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