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Development of an Appetite Scale for Children with Cancer Applying Sensory
Modality Transformation
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The purpose of this study was to develop and validate a scale that can
guantify and evaluate information on appetite in children with cancer undergoing chemotherapy. After
examining the items and accuracy of the scale, we introduced levels from hunger to satiety, and
also designed a scale that includes three-dimensional effects and entertainment elements. The
validity of the developed wooden Visual Analog Scale (VAS) was verified with children with cancer
and their parents. Nine groups (18 subjects) of children with cancer aged 4-9 years and their
parents or guardians undergoing treatment were tested before and after lunch, and their appetite and
food intake, interviews, VAS values, and card-type psychometric scales were used for correlation
and comparison tests. The results suggested that the developed scale was valid.
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