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In this stud%, we identified fibrocytes as a candidate for HIV-1 latently
infected cells. First, we revealed that fibrocytes are infected with HIV-1 through analyses of
treatment-naé#239;ve patients, and mechanisms by which HIV-1 efficiently infects fibrocytes. We also
found that the number of fibrocytes increases in HIV-1 infection, which persists even after
long-term anti-retroviral therapy. Similar results were observed in monkeys infected with
HIV-1-related monkey-tropic virus SIV. Finally, we revealed that not only resting CD4+ T cells but
also fibrocytes are important HIV-1 latently infected cells through analyses of long-term treated
patients whose viral load in plasma is undetectable.
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