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Generation of bullous pemphigoid antigen specific T cell clones
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Bullous pemphigoid (BP) is a most common autoimmune blistering disorder,
which preferentially affects elderly people. It is caused by autoantibodies to type XVII collagen
(COL17, BP180) at the dermal-epidermal junction of the skin. Although autoreactive T cells is
important to produce autoantibody, the pathogenicity of COL17-reactive T cells is still largely
unclear. In this study, we have successfully established human COL17-reactive T cell lines by
stimulating and culturing lymphocytes obtained from human COL17-immunized mice. Those T cell lines
are CD4+ effector T cells which produce IFN-gamma and showed weak pathogenicity in a mouse model.
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