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i _ Fusobacterium nucleatum (F. nucleatum%, which primarily inhabits_the oral
cavity, causes periodontal disease. F. nucleatum influences the development and progression of

esophageal cancer. First, we showed that F. nucleatum tumors had lower LINE-1 methylation level
(global DNA methylation). Second, we could demonstrate that LINE-1 hypomethylation was associated

with LINE-1 copy number in esophageal cancers. Third, we found that tumor LINE-1 hypomethylation
level was associated with a diminished peritumoral lymphocytic reaction.
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