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Functions of Nitric Oxide and Endothelium-derived Hyperpolarizing Factor are
impaired in Poor Run-off Autogenous Rabbit Arterial Grafts
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Background: Vascular_endothelium induces smooth muscle cell (SMC) relaxation
mainly mediated by endothelium-derived nitric oxide (EDNO) and endothelium-derived hyperpolarizing

factor (EDHF). The present study was undertaken to determine whether the functions of EDNO and EDHF
might be altered in poor run-off artery graft compared to “ non-occluded graft” . Methods: The
carotid artery was excised and implanted in its original position as an autogenous graft(“
non-occluded graft” ), and the most inferior branch of the external carotid artery served as the
only outflow for the present conditions (“ poor run-off graft” )
Conclusions: The functions of both EDNO and EDHF are impaired in poor run-off artery grafts.
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