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New ways of utilizing house floor plan sketches to facilitate multidisciplinary
teamwork aimed at identifying the lifestyle needs of elderly individuals living
at home

Kudo, Keiko
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We sought to verify the effectiveness of utilizin? house floor plan
sketches (FPSs) as a tool for assessing in-home living assistance of elderly individuals. First, we
developed a training video to encourage care providers to utilize FPSs. In the video, a public
health nurse creates an FPS while gathering information during a home visit, then checks the care
recipient’ s living conditions together with the care recipient and family members, and also
convenes a multidisciplinary case conference. Next, the care providers watched the video and then
filled out a questionnaire about utilizing FPSs and their effectiveness. Their responses suggested
that watching the video increased their interest in FPSs, but some planning and minor adjustments
were needed before they could utilize them routinely. The care providers also made recommendations
such as utilizing FPSs in the basic curriculum for nursing and welfare students, as well as by care
practitioners providing in-home living assistance.
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