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A phonological study on the Sinitic loan words in the languages spoken in the
northeast Vietnam.

Yoshikawa, Masayuki
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In this study, we recorded the basic vocabular% by field research on the
regional languages spoken in the northeast Vietnam, and analyzed the phonological system from a
synchronic viewpoint. Thereafter, we examined the phonetic values of the morphemes borrowed from Han
Chinese and the sounds of the Chinese characters used for reading the document, from a diachronic
viewpoint. Additionally, we recorded the basic vocabulary and collected textual materials of a
dialect of Zhuang languages spoken in the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region of China, located
opposite the China-Vietnam border. Furthermore, we demonstrated that the Chinese characters and/or
the Sinoform scripts used in the documents of these languages can be utilized, in accordance with
the sound of each geographic variant or dialect, to clarify the historical transition of the
linguistic elements borrowed from Chinese.
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