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International Comparative Study on Management, Curation and Ownership of
Indigenous Archaeological Heirtage

KATO, Hirofumi
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In this study, we compared legal systems across several countries in
terms of ownership of excavated cultural properties (archaeological heritage) related to indigenous
peoples and cases of repatriation to indigenous communities. We also surveyed the status of
repatriation (domestic and international repatriations) at overseas museums and research institutes,

and identified issues through interviews with research staffs and stakeholders.
As a result of this study, we were able to confirm the diversity of efforts in each country, as

well as to newly confirm detailed data on the current status of the preservation of the ancestral
remains of the Ainu, the indigenous peoples of Japan. The newly identified materials will continue

to be investigated in near future.
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