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Archaeolo?y of early domestic animals in the southern Caucasus: examinations of
their phylogeny and pasture range
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This study conducted phylogenetic analyses of early domestic animals in
the southern Caucasus and examined early herders’ pasturing practices. The results of ancient
mitochondrial DNA analyses indicated that Neolithic goats in the southern Caucasus originated
outside the region. The results of stable oxygen and carbon isotope analyses suggested practices of
seasonal transhumance between winter lowland and summer highland for several domestic goats, sheep,
and cattle. In addition, the spatial analyses of early village sites indicated that the use of space

by early farmers was diverse depending on the periods and areas, probably related to their
settlement behaviors and cultural habits.
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