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We performed the exhaustive gene expression analysis using by the salivary
glands from Japanese and American lgG4-related disease. MMP9 and CCL18 were extracted as
differentially expressed genes. PCR validated significantly higher expression of CCL18.
Immunohistochemical analysis confirmed that the expression pattern of CCL18 was similar to that of
the M2 macrophage marker CD163.

CCL18 was identified as a disease-associated molecule in 1gG4-RD by DNA microarray. Moreover, M2
macrophages might contribute to the initiation of 1gG4-RD via CCL18
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