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The slag brick history in Japan -especialy about Imperial Steel Works YAWATA-

ICHIHARA, Takeshi

10,300,000

1907

In 1866, slag brick was invented in Osnabrueck, Germany. The production
technology was then introduced at ironworks across the world, and the blast furnace ironmaking
method was adopted. In Japan, Yawata Imperial Steel Works introduced slag brick technology in 1907.
Slag brick structures in Japan began to be built gradually from around 1910, and full-fledged use
was in place by 1920. Slag brick was also used not only as material for red bricks, but also in clay

pipes and lanterns, as well as in larger block shapes. It is also evident that it was used in a way
similar to stone. In addition, the adoption of slag brick became common not only in areas near
steelworks, but across a relatively broad range, mainly in western Japan. It was used in the
construction of military and naval facilities, which further promoted its adoption.
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Study on tourism and town development using regional materials - Example of the slag bricks produced by Yawata Steel Works

the Scientific Symposium Building Peace through Heritage - World Forum to Change through Dialogue Florence, 13-15 March 2020
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Research on the history of slag bricks in Japan -its production and diffusion-
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