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Exploring Pottery Use Across the Jomon-Yayoi Transition
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This project aims to empirically trace the transition of subsistence, food
habits, and cooking behavior from the Jomon to the Yayoi period in the Japanese archipelago using
lipid residue analysis of pottery and stable isotope analysis. In the final year of the project
(2020), lipid residues extracted from 400 pottery vessels excavated from sites in Northern Kyushu,
Central Highlands, Tokai, Kanto and Tohoku regions of Japan were analysed by gas chromatography to
determine the presence or absence of bioindicators and the ratio of isomers of specific compounds.
Based on the results, we traced the changes in the use of resources according to region and period,
and found that the changes in the use of fishery and plant resources during the transition period
from the Jomon to the Yayoi period showed different patterns depending on the region.
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