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[Purpose and Background of the Research]
Research leaders of this project have played
important roles in the development and
implementation of household panel surveys in
Japan, and have been conducting multifaceted
research on how to improve market quality and
reduce economic disparity in the past projects. In
this research project, we will focus on the
connection between the aging society and economic
outcomes, with the aim of developing and
deepening dynamic research into economic
differentials. To achieve this goal, we will continue
the collection and analysis of panel data, the Japan
Household Panel Survey (JHPS/KHPS). The
specification of this panel survey will be changed in
five important ways: 1) information will be collected
on all members of the household living with the
respondent; 2) a new survey will be conducted
among household members who do not live with the
respondent; 3) a new survey will be conducted
among single-person old-aged households; 4) a new
survey of people living in regional areas will be
conducted; and 5) an attempt will be made to split
questions into basic questions to be asked annually
and questions that could be included in
year-specific modules.

* Mechamsm of disparity in an aged society:.
;{ilcume transfer between generations, technological innovation:
Al etc..

* The influence of economic disparity on the behavior of economic
agents, markets and policies-
- Decline in cogmitive ability, resource allocation among sandwich
generations.

* The construction of panel household surveys.

* The expansion of research on intergenerational transfer of assets
and tume-

* Research collaborations with international institutes (LIS, OECD, etc.)

Income transfer

Disparity research in an aged society.
<To Develop as a world-leading research>.

* Disparities in Employment/Education/Health/Asset, ete..
+ Household panel survey as a common basis.
—smultifaceted research on various aspects of economie disparity.
* Expansion of Economic disparity/poverty.
% The existence of various forms of economic disparity.
* Policv implications and recommendations
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[Research Methods]

There are five major areas of this research project:
(1) [Work Life Balance Group] a dynamic analysis
of employment, health and poverty issues, and the
response to restrictions on labor supply; (2)

[Education for the Next Generation Group] the
transmission of disparities across generations
through education in an aged society; (3) [Wealth
Disparity Group] uncovering the current status of
stock disparities and their effects in an aged
society; (4) [Social Security Group] the role of the
social security system and inter-generational
reallocations in an aged society; and (5) [Public
Finance Group] the current state of the structure
of tax and social security burdens for households.

[ Expected Research Achievements and

Scientific Significance]

Rather than examining issues field-by-field for

areas such as labor economics, educational

economics, social security, fiscal theory, and urban
economics, the proposed research will focus on
issues in multiple and various fields, considering
their relation to an aged society and economic
differentials. Combining research results from
different fields is difficult, but by using panel data
as a common basis, this research project facilitates
research groups from different fields sharing
research contents, theme, and method of analysis
to conduct multifaceted research on economic
disparity. In particular, JHPS/KHPS, the panel
survey used in this project, has been carried out for
many years, and so the data reflect information
from before and after changes in policies and

institutions and reflect different shocks. Through a

dynamic analysis using panel data, it is possible to

discern changes in economic agents’ behavior and
accurately assess changes in economic disparity
and market quality.
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