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Comparative historical research on Ryukyuan by using linguistic family trees
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The aim of the ﬁroject has been to uncover the phylogenetic relationship
between the Ryukyuan languages and Kyushu dialects by using methods applied in population genetics.
The methods include transforming various linguistic information of these languages into numerical
sequences, plotting the information as genetic network figures and ADMIXTURE and combining them with
geolinguistic maps. The results show that of the three Southern Ryukyuan languages, Miyako, Yaeyama
and Yonaguni, the former two constitute a subgroup against Yonaguni, against the general consensus
that the latter two constitute a subgroup. Another finding is about grammatical and lexical
differences (tense-aspect systems and vocabularies of rice cultivation) between Northern and the
Southern Ryukyuan languages in a diachronic perspective. Such differences may support our hypothesis
that there were two waves of massive migration from Kyushu to the area where Northern Ryukyuan was
spoken.
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