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Acoustic phonetics and phonology of glottalized consonants: Case study focusing
on Okinawa-le Ryukyuan

Aoi, Hayato
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The purpose of this study is to examine the acoustic phonetic details of
glottalized consonants, whose general properties are not fully revealed. Consonants with the larynx
involving a tighter constriction of the vocal folds are known as glottalized. For this purpose, |
conducted field research on the le Island, Okinawa prefecture, Japan.

The major achievements of my study are shown below: 1. I conducted the several times of field
research for gathering acoustic materials for investigating the phonetic details of the glottalized
consonants in the le dialect and discovered some new acoustic properties of that through the
analysis of the collected data; 2. I could gather sufficient data for describing the phonological
structure of the le dialect, which is in danger of extinction.
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