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Comparative studies of tree species in Oki Islands
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The Oki Islands are located about 50 km north of the Shimane Peninsula, and
had a land connection to the Japan Archipelago twenty thousand years ago during the last glacial
period. However, as warming progressed and sea levels rose at postglacial period, Oki Islands and
Shimane Peninsula were newly separated. Genetic analyses were performed on several tree species to
compare the Oki Islands with other regions. As a result, the population of the Oki Islands had the
same genetic diversity as that of other regions. Although no evidence of refugia during the glacial
period was found, it may be considered that the uniqueness is formed by the current isolation.
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