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The Legal System and Courts of the Southeast Caucasus in the Russian Empire
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This study elucidates practically the judicial system of the Southeast
Caucasus (present-day Republic of Azerbaijan) in the late 18th century, governed by the Russian
Empire, based on an analysis of archival materials. The Russian Empire was maintaining the Sharia
courts (traditional judicial organizations of the Islam) in the region, and interpreting them as
courts of arbitration to put them into the Russian legal system without contradiction. It was a sort
of double structure of the judicial systems. This study also makes clear that the marriage system
and indicates partly patterns of marriages of inhabitants in that region.
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