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Formulating theory and developing research method to elucidate the
origination/propagation/fixation process of dialects comprised of large-scale
and wide-ranging data

SAKOGUCHI, Yukako
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I have revealed the real-time situation of language change by investigating
the distribution and changes of copula forms of the Seto Inland Dialect, I have made an analysis
comparison between the data of [Fujiwara, Yoichi (1974). Hiroshima Institute of Dialectology. The
Linguistic Atlas of the Seto Inland Sea. Vol.1 and Vol.2] and that collected through the online
correspondence survey. With this analysis, | have confirmed that the data of the young group in ‘
The Linguistic Atlas of the Seto Inland Sea’ accords with the data of the elderly in the present
survey. It can be said that the change in apparent time was almost the same as the change in real
time with regard the copula forms. Furthermore, I have found the change of form from ja to ya with

the old age group to be ﬁ(omineqt in the eastern part of the Seto Inland Sea along with the westward
movement of the geographical distribution of ya.
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