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Assessing diversity of molluscan fossils of the Coral Triangle in the
Pleistocene: A case study in the Philippine Islands
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To assess the richness of diversity and to reveal the faunal transition of
marine organisms in the Indo-West Pacific region, currently known as the Coral Triangle, which is
the most biodiverse in the world, Pleistocene molluscan fossils found from the Philippine Islands
were thoroughly classified. Although it did not reach the completion of the original plan, this
study provided strong evidence that species diversity in the Pleistocene was slightly lower than the

present, unlike the conventional view. In addition, this study showed that the molluscan fauna
which characterizes the Coral Triangle is thought to have established by the middle of the
Pleistocene, and that the Philippines Islands experienced faunal turnover (extinction and emergence)

even in the Pleistocene.
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