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This study examines the influences of personal network factors and
communication behavior factors on household disaster preparedness, which is at a low level
worldwide. The results of the first wave of the panel survey in Kochi City showed that the size and
ramification of personal network structures were positively correlated with several household
disaster preparedness factors. It suggests that actively engaging with diverse individuals in the
local community could contribute to strengthening household disaster preparedness. As for
communication behavior factors, participation in disaster-related lectures and reading municipal
newsletters demonstrate a positive correlation with multiple disaster preparedness factors,
highlighting the importance of risk communication with government authorities and experts.
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