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Density of large and medium sized animals and its influence on vegetation in
primary and secondary low-land forests in Yakushima Island.

Sugiura, Hideki
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The western region on Yakushima Island is designated as world heritage sites

and are strictly protected. Recently, sika deer increased their density rapidly and give damage to
vegetation. In this area, we estimated the density of deer and Japanese monkeys, using an automatic
cameras. The deer density was very high in the secondary forests that had been logged before 1960s,
but was less than half in the primary forest. On the other hand, the monkeys density was similarly

high in both the primary and secondary forests, which was different from the deer.
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