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As limitations of capitalism have become more apparent recently, social and
solidarity economy (SSE) has receiving increasing attention as a possible candidate to complement
modern capitalism. While SSE is hardly known in Japan, it has become popular in the world. In Japan
since the Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011, tireless rehabilitation and rebuilding efforts have
been unfolding. Among the various initiatives, particularly by those who are engaged in primary
industries, some seeds of SSE have emerged. One interesting example is Tohoku Food Communication.
This initiative connects producers and consumers more effectively now than the pre-Earthquake era.
The mutual understanding between different stakeholders has been enhanced, which contributes to the
overall resilence of the economy as a whole.
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