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This study examined biodiversity conservation education. 1. Japanese
elementary school science textbooks did not include any biodiversity conservation terms, but covered
biodiversity concepts by focusing on species diversity, and the examples of activities to conserve
the local natural environment. 2. An elementary school class in Australia undertook observations of
organisms in a wetland on the school premises and associated expression activities, through which

the children recognized biodiversity conservation as a personal responsibility. Based on these
results and a survey of plants in our surroundings, we proposed continuous education materials and
activities focusing on naturalized exotic plants: storytelling picture cards and brochures for
expression activities for lower grades of elementary school, a pictorial guide to plants for
intermediate grades of elementary school, and vegetation surveys for lower secondary school
students.
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