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This study reexamined the modernization of community medicine in Japan,
treating it as a multi-decade process initiated in the late-Tokugawa period. The multiple medical
records tell us much about the nature of their medical knowledge, character of diagnostic methods,
techniques utilized to manage medical practices, and methods used to standardize the composition and

preservation of records around the turn of the century. By using these records, this project
examined how a physician trained in Western medicine dealt with regional health problems, in
particular the prevalence of syphilis. In addition, by analyzing how another physician, trained in
traditional Chinese medicine, managed his practice during the late-Edo and Meiji periods, it
revealed that traditional medicine remained influential into the early decades of the 20th century.
Ultimately, a comparative analysis demonstrated that different kinds of doctors continued to coexist
on the local level during the transitional periods.
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