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International collaborative research on tephrology, archeology and paleoecology
on the Aleut ruins in the western part of the Fox Islands, Alaska
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The oldest Aleutian archeological site (about 8400 BP) is located on
Anangula Island, roughly 7 km north of Nichoski, on the southwestern end of Umnak Island in the Fox
Islands. We collaborated with Dr. Hatfield of the Museum of the Aleutians and Dr. Savinetsky of the
Russian Academy of Sciences to excavate a 1.7 m deep peatland deposit on Anangula Island.
Coarse-grained tephras identified at a depth of 1.5 m and 0.7 m (tentatively called T-1, T-2) are
both composed of andesitic rock fragments and free crystals. They contain plagioclase,
orthopyroxene, augite, and Fe-Ti oxides. Although they are correlated with Ash 111 and Ash 1V around
Nikolski, the radiocarbon ages obtained are much younger than the ages estimated from these

te?hras. The peat layer upstream of the Iliuliuk River on Unalaska Island dates to the early
Holocene.
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