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Study on the effects of radiation exposure of children living near the
Semipalatinsk nuclear test site

Hirabayashi, Kyoko
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We interviewed children with diseases and/or disabilities and their parents
from 11 families around the Semipalatinsk Nuclear Test Site. Whether the disabilities or diseases
were officially diagnosed by a healthcare professional or not, most parents blamed the nuclear tests

for their children’ s health problems. A detailed analysis of the survey responses revealed that
these parents tended to blame themselves for their children’ s illnesses regardless of the
circumstances and were left wondering “ if only there were no nuclear tests.” Exploring such layers
of thought would shed light on the reality of adverse mental effects on the Semipalatinsk Nuclear
Test Site victims.
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