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Reception of Wagner®s sacred stage festival music drama>"Parsifal< in the North
American Continent of the early 20th century
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This research aimed to reconstruct precisely and concretely the whole
contents of The Metropolitan Opera®s 1903 North American premiere of "Parsifal™ and its subsequent
tour up to 1905 , as well as the English Grand Opera Company®"s attempt to perform the same piece in
English 224 times in 46 North American cities in 1904 and the following year, by the investigations
the extensive news paper articles archived in the website “ The Historical Newspapers” . The
articles cover the pros and cons of performing the work outside of Bayreuth against the composer®s
will, the controversy over the religious nature of the work, a comparison of the two opera
companies® performances themselves, and a comparison and verification of the pricing and audience
demographics. The study attempted to shed light on the reality of the "Parsifal Fever™ that engulfed

many Americans at the beginning of the 20th century.
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