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Modularization of land-based knowledge for sustainability by cross-regional
comparison and its application experiments to public education
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In the comparison of Canadian Indigenous peoples and African
hunter-gatherers® views of the environment, we can find a common way of thinking that relates the
environment strongly to humans, granting natural resources supernatural powers, such as medicine
animals of the Kaska, Totem animals of Tlingit, and various spirits and plants of Baka Pygmy.
Fieldwork mixes up these unknown way of thinking with their own, and provides fieldworkers with new
perceptions and perspectives. This study explores how to bring similar transcultural experiences to
Japanese children and citizens in the classroom. As experimental study of an educational workshop,
“ play-acting” was proved to encourage students® independent interpretations and dialogue, and it
can be the methodology that could approach the “ educational methods” of indigenous peoples, which
encompass physicality and narrative. It is suggestive to consider sustainability from the
perspective of the renewal of human experience.
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